APPENDIX                                      409

APPENDIX.

(See above, page 36, n. 3.)

LETTER FROM CALL TO DRAPER, 15TH JULY, 1760 (NEW-
CASTLE MSB., BRIT. Mus., ADD. MSB. 32908, F. 299,

ETC.),

"... Tho conquest of Karikal I had an oye on, and
had boon making the necessary enquiries of its strength. The
arrival of Mr. Cornish with six ships about the latter end of
February was a lucky circumstance, and put us in a condition
to attempt Karikal without weakening the Army while
Colonel Coote proceeded therewith to attack Waldour and
block up Pondicherry by land. Some opposition was at first
made to this plan, in which jealousy had its share, but on the
24th March Major Monson embarked to command the siege,
Barker the Artillery, and I with 50 Pioneers as engineer
These with seven gunners were all the troops we had, but
100 military, 40 artillery and 1,000 sepoys were to join
us from Torichnapoly and invest the place if possible before
our arrival. Guns, mortars and ammunition wo had shipped
aboard in plenty. By favourable winds we got into the road
of Karikal the 28th in the morning, and sent to Nagapatam
and Tranquebar to learn advice of Joseph and Dick Smith
with the garrison of Terichnapoly. Everybody on the Coast
was ignorant of them and surpriz'd to see us. Monson was
willing to lose no time and therefore resolved to land
directly, though wo had no one thing or convenience for
subsisting. Accordingly on the same day at five in the
evening 296 Marines and the Pioneers were embarked in
boats, and we all pushed on shore about 4 miles to the north-
ward of Karikal, luckily without opposition. Thus landed
without baggage, coolies, or even an interpreter, and with
troops wholly unacquainted with land service, we marched
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